
Saving a Life at Ballantynes Cove - 1912

"Presented by the Government of the Dominion of Canada to Arthur McMillan in recognition of
his services in saving life at Ballantynes Cove, NS 7th June 1912.”

This lovely watch was found by family in the possession of a woman who had passed away.
They wondered who Arthur McMillan was.  The woman’s maiden name was McMillan so there
was an obvious family connection.

Investigation into the Sessional Papers of the Dominion of Canada for 1914 - the Annual Report
of the Department of Marine and Fisheries for the Fiscal Year of 1912-1913 revealed some
details.

“August 28, 1912 - Two silver watches to Stuart A. McMillan and Arthur McMillan for
saving life at Ballantynes Cove, N.S.”

The awards were approved by Henry Thompson, Commander, Royal Navy, General
Superintendent of Life Saving Service.  The date of presentation was August 28, 1912.  So,
there were two watches!!

Despite no one from 1912 still being alive in the community, there was a recollection of the
event passed down by neighbors.   Arthur and Stuart lived in the big, white two storey house
that is on the corner lot of the Marsh Road and Hwy 337.   It still stands today.   They were up



Saving a Life at Ballantynes Cove - 1912

on the roof, reshingling it.   Because they were so high up they were able to hear cries from
down on the water despite it being some distance from the house.  They went down and found
that a boat of some kind had overturned and at least one person was in the water clinging to the
boat or debris from the boat.  They men took a dory and rowed out and saved the person(s)
who were in the water.


