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A place of worship for over a 100 years

~ by Bonnie MacDonald

For over 100 years, Holy Rosary
Church has served as the gathering
place for spiritusl bealth in the commu-
nity of Ballantynes Cove.

Around 1887, a group of residents in
the Cape George, Ballantynes Cove and
Cape Gearge Point areas decided they
needed a mission church. Served origi-
nally by the Roman Catholic parish of
Lakevale, it became a hardship for
plishiomwuelhedx-nilejou-
ney to the Lakevale church.

A committee of fishermen and farm-
ers assumed the responsability of orga-
nizing the construction of their church.
Led by Hugh Donald Maclnnis, com-
matice members included John Hugh
Maclanis, Hugh Colin  Maclnnis,
Daniel J, Maclnnis, John W. Maclanis,
Alexander Maclnnis, Capeain Hughie

MacEschemn, Captain Alex MacDou-
gall, Captain  Angus  MacDonald,
Ranald A. MacEachern, John (Teacher)
MacEachemn, Donald Dumcan  Mac.
Donald, Duncan John MacDonald, Dan
‘Beaton, Ranald Lowis MacEachern,
Danny Ranald Maclnnis and Hughie
Sandy MacDonald,

church was Father Jaseph Chisholm.
Father Donald Beaton served the
Ballantynes Cove parish for 34 years.

tynes Cove began in 1887, The first Mass was celebrated on November 12, 1891.

ON Holy Rosary Church in Ballan
Since that time it has been a place of w
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cemetery of Our Lady of the Holy Ro-
sary was John MacEachem, who died
March 31, 1895, at the age of 28. The
first baplism 100k place March 28,
when  Theresa  MacDoasld,
daughter of Duncan and Annie Mac-
Doenald of Cape George Point, received
the sacrament,

An interesting story centres on the
bell of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary.
Secured from a Presbyterian church in
Prince Edward Island, the dome and
spire were built in 1910, In 1921, at the
funeral of Danny Ranald Maclnnds, the
bell from the belfry fell, hitting Dan
Beston and knocking him out. Despite
severe bruises, parish records note he
“came out of it all the none the worse
for wear.”

Current pastor of the Ballantynes
Cove church is Father Daniel Masc-
Donald. C
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