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Holy Rosary
Celebrates
100th
Jubilee

Parishioners and former clergy of
the local Our Lady of Holy Rosary
Parish in Ballantynes Cove, gathered in
numbers on July 28 to mark the centen-
nial of the parish.

The afternoon celebration began
with prayers and a dedication offered at
the church graveyard. Then marking in
process to the pipes of local piper
Marilyn O’Brien everyone entered the
church for the liturgy of the Eucharist
with Bishop Emeritus William E.
Power as principal celebrant.

Concelebrating with him were pastor
Rev. J.H. MacDonald and Rev. A.J.
MacGillivray along with former pastors
Revs. J.V. Campbell, Hugh V.
MacDonald, William DeCourcy, Ber-
nard A. MacDonald, Jim Maclntyre,
and Bernie MacNeil, and other priests
of the area.

Prior to the start of the liturgy
Bishop Power and pastor Fr.
MacDonald blessed a Centennial Plaque
mounted in the entrance to the church.

Following the processional Fr.
MacDonald welcomed everyone to his
parish and the liturgy began. Takine
part in the liturgy of the Word were
Peter Keizer, first reading; Albie Fal-
kenham, second reading; and interces-
sions, Blaise Maclnnis, Gussie Mac-
Innis, Isabel MacEachern, Mary
Margaret MacEachern, Robert Mac-
Eachern and Joanne Maclnnis. Bishop
Power was homilist.

Forming the Offertory procession
were Kimball Falkenham, Louise Mac-
Phie, Joe MacEachern, Isabel Mac-
Innis, Allan Falkenham and Laura

Turn to page 4C, col. 2

PICTURED are diocesan clergy, with Bishop Emeritus William E.
Power (back, center), who have served as pastors of Holy Rosary Parish
in Ballantynes Cove. They are Rev. J.V. Campbell (front, left), Rev.
Hugh V. MacDonald, Rev. William DeCourcy, Rev. Bernard A.
MacDonald, Rev. Jim Maclntyre; current pastor Rev. J.H. MacDonald
(back, left), Rev. A.J. MacGillivray and Rev. Bernie MacNeil. Rev.
Allan MacMillan, another former pastor, was unable to attend.
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grew out of the desire
of area residents to have a
place of worship in their
midst. They lived within the
Roman Catholic parish of
Lakevale but the church in

' that community and the one in
Georgeville were about six
miles distant, a long journey

“for those who walked or who
drove by wagon or sleigh.

' The parish priest was less
than favourable to the idea so

' one of the men, Hugh Donald
Maclnnis, walked to Antigonish
and back to receive the
'approval of the Bishop.

A committee of 11 men,
léd by Hugh Donald MacInms
assumed the responsibility of
the undertakmg Work was
commenced in 1887. Logs
were hauled from Cape
George and Arisaig. The stone

for the foundation was brought

from Lakevale, conveyed over
the'ice of the winter of 1888.
On Nov. 12, 1891, the first

‘service was held in the church
to which was given the name,
Our Lady of the Holy Rosary.
- The opening services
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continued for three days, from
Sunday through Tuesday. At
their conclusion, a gala supper
was held. A hlghllght of the
occasion was the celebration
of the Mass by Bishop John
Cameron, an event attended by
some 150 parishioners.

The parish priest when the

congregation was organized
was Rev. Alexander
MacGillivray. The pastor at
the time of the completion of
the church was Rev. Joseph
Chisholm. The builder was
Allan Gillis, who was assisted
by the volunteer efforts of
men of the area.

The church occupies a site
given by Dan Beaton, part of

the land which once belonged |

to David Ballantyne, the first
settler in the district and the
source of the community
name. Mr. Beaton also donated
land for the cemetery to
which, in 1971, was added a

by the sea
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Holy Rosary Roman Cath-

olic Church, Ballantynes
Cove, Antigonish County

piece given by Ronald

MacEachern in memory of his -

six-year-old son, Michael

 Eustace MacEachern.

The longest pastorate was
that of Rev. Donald Beaton
who served the parish for 34

Jyears. Described as “a loving

shepherd caring for his flock,”
he died in 1941 and was
buried at Mabou following =
funeral services in Lakevale.
When a bell was obtained,
the steeple and belfry were
added to the church. That was

in 1910. An electric organ was
installed in 1985 and was
blessed by the parish priest,
Rev. Angus MacgGillivray, in
memory of Mrs. Violet
Roberts who, for some 50
years, had served as orgamst
in the church and elsewhere in
the parish. {

The first person baptized
in the church was Teresa,
daughter of Duncan and Annie
MacDonald, on Mar. 28, 1895.
On Oct. 19, 1909, two
marriages were solemnized,
the first in the church’s
history. One was that of
James MacDonald and
Florence MaclInnis. The other
couple was Daniel Maclnnis
‘and Martha MacEachern.

On Apr. 1, 1895, John
MacEachern, 28 years of age,
was buried, his being the first
funeral from the church.

Next year, 1991, the 100th
anniversary will be observed

- of Holy Rosary Church, the

name shortened from the
original Our Lady of the Holy
Rosary.

M. Allen Gibson, a Baptist
Church minister, is a X
columnist and editorial writer
for The Chronicle-Herald and
The Mail-Star,
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