
Marsh Road Cheese Factory

Located on the Marsh Road, near the present day Firehall, you will find a spring that is still in
use as a drinking water supply for locals.  It was this spring that probably influenced Leonard
Archibald when he was looking for a place to build his cheese factory.

Leonard Archibald lived in the Antigonish Harbour area and in 1888 he started production in the
four factories he had built in different parts of the county.  He built in the county as he thought it
would be better to be closer to the milk providing farmers.  Skilled cheese makers were brought
in to oversee the different factories.

Before Leonard got into cheese making he was a merchant of some type.  In the 1871 census
he was single and living in a boarding house.  He was employed as a Merchant.  In the 1891
census, he was into his cheese making life.  His wife was Annie, and he had at least two
children - William and Harry.



At first, it seems it was hard to get the local farmers to buy into the idea of using their milk for
local cheese making.  But eventually he must have got some level of buy in as cheese was
made and it was good cheese - award winning even.

Despite award winning cheese, the factories seemed to be short lived.  But by 1911, he was
back to being an employee in an unknown business. It might have been the cheese factory in
Antigonish which ran for many years.  To this date we have not found any photographs of the
factory on Marsh Road.


